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The teacher’s role 

Teaching and learning is first and foremost the process by which young lives are influenced 

in a positive, enriching way, such that children can enjoy happy relationships, find fulfilment 

and success in their work and play a useful role in the community. The best teachers are 

systematic but not slavish; they are well informed but also eager to learn; they absorb and 

implement colleagues’ ideas but are also willing to risk creative and innovative practice as a 

stimulus to liberate and enhance children’s learning.  

       The role of the teacher is complex and demanding – intellectually, physically and 

emotionally. The challenging enterprise that we refer to by the casual use of the word 

‘teaching’ is associated with confidence, self-assurance, sensitivity and empathy. There are 

many practical and pragmatic elements with which every teacher needs to be familiar, 

which are represented by the curriculum, lesson planning, guiding pupils in their learning 

and assessing their work, but teachers also have responsibility to carry out these practical 

elements with a keen awareness of the people involved (pupils and colleagues) and great 

sensitivity to their personal as well as academic needs.  

   Care, compassion, understanding, informed tolerance and a deep appreciation of the 

beauty in the world around us are just as much part of the educative process as the formal 

curriculum. The barren philosophy of ‘anything goes’ and ‘me first’ has been exposed as a 

dangerous illusion. Sensitivity, creativity and liberation to fulfil our potential and help others 

to do the same are back on the agenda as the hallmark of a truly educated human being.  
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*Please feel free to annotate over top of this extract as you see fit. Reference to 

notes will be permitted. 


